PRESIDENTS REPORT – MAY 2011

The Industrial Relations Society of Western Australia, along with the equivalent bodies in each state and territory are members of the Industrial Relations Society of Australia.  In March this year the national body changed its name to the Australian Labour and Employment Relations Association  (ALERA) in line with the change in name of the international representative body.  ALERA has taken the opportunity at the same time to update it’s website and branding.  The new look website is expected to go live in the next couple of months and will provide a central point of contact for all State and Territory bodies.
In March I was elected President of ALERA.  In this capacity I attended and spoke at the NSW State Convention in Kiama in May.  In addition to the opportunity to hear a number of interesting speakers and meet members of the NSW Society it provided a chance to promote the National Conference that our Society is hosting in Fremantle later this year.  Co-ordinating a National Conference is a massive task and the Committee have been working tirelessly to put together an engaging speaker program and a range of interesting social events.   Further details about the Convention program and the sponsorship and profiling opportunities which are available are provided in this newsletter.  You can keep up to date with Convention developments on our website, on Facebook and on Twitter.  

In addition to the National Conference the Society is will also host a number of seminars and networking functions.  A calendar of proposed events is contained in this Newsletter.  If you have a venue which could host a seminar and/or a speaker you wish to hear please contact Helen Dooley our seminar co-ordinator or any other of our Committee members.
In accordance with the objects of the Society to promote learning and research in the field of industrial relations the Society sponsors student prizes at a number of Universities.  The prize consists of $250 cash and a year’s membership to the Society.  A number of these prizes have already been awarded this year.  Details of the Prize Winners are contained in this Newsletter.  Please make these students welcome when they attend Society functions.  Hopefully this student membership will be the start of a long association with the Society.
Finally we welcome contributions to this Newsletter.  If you have articles you are interested in publishing or suggestions in relation to the content or format of this newsletter please forward these to our Editor.

