Report to the Annual General Meeting of the Industrial Relations Society of Western Australia Wednesday 27 February 2008 held at The University Club, Hackett Entrance 1, Hackett Avenue, Crawley 6009
The WA IR Society has been thriving in 2007.  Below are some of the activities we have engaged in.

Seminars
Regular and well attended seminars were held bi-monthly between February and October on a range of issues relevant to a wide cross section of our membership.  2 of the seminars were sponsored, by Deacons and Clayton Utz law firms.  The seminar topics and presented are briefly noted:

- Work Choices and the Federal Magistrates Court: The Newest Province for Law and Order, Federal Magistrate Toni Lucev (February)
- The Contract Regulation Club, Emeritus Professor Braham Dabscheck (March)
- Work-life balance, Ted Anthony and Cheryl Davenport (May)
- Union Rights of Entry, and Right of Entry for Suspected Breaches of State OSH laws from an Industrial Relations perspective, Commissioner Stephanie Mayman (August)
- Federal election 2007, implications of a change in government for IR and employment, Amy Toohey (October)
Careers Night
We also held our inaugural Careers Night for university students interested in industrial relations careers.  This was a sponsored event held jointly with the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of WA.  Approximately 50 students attended, along with four employers and representatives from unions and government departments.  Very positive feedback was received.  A number of employers have since indicated their interest in future involvement with that event.

2007 State convention

The Annual Convention held at Bunker Bay, south west Western Australia, from 26 – 27 October 2007, attracted over 120 delegates, with delegates booking out the venue’s accommodation.  Themed on IR Choices for the Future, a broad range of speakers presented including international mediators, national and local politicians, IR practitioners, commissioners, employers, lawyers and academics.  The Gala Dinner had an apparently successful Hollywood theme. 
Christmas Party

A pleasant Christmas Party held last December found some 70 members enjoying drinks and snacks by the river.  

Survey of members

Last December and throughout January members were requested to complete a survey about the Society and its activities.  Around 30 responses have been received to date and indications on levels of member satisfaction are positive.  The survey allowed for suggestions on improvements, and a number have been received.  The committee hopes to action some suggestions, especially those relating to increasing the number of seminars and website interactivity.  Further details on initiatives flowing form the surveys will be evidential in the coming months.    

Newsletter

The coopting of an editor has happily resulted in the re-launching of a state Society newsletter.  Our second (biannual) issue is to be posted on our website at http://www.industrialrelations.com.au Newsletters very soon.  

2008 State Convention and other activities
The 2007 committee has already had its first monthly meeting for the year and has come up with some ambitious seminar planning.  The annual convention date has been set for November 7 & 8, with a Mandurah venue booked.   

Membership
Our membership reached 294 last year.  We hope to increase membership further this year with a noticeable increase in new members who are entering or have recently entered the IR field.  First time and renewal membership applications are now being collected for 2008. 
Administrative Assistant

The appointment of our first non-member administrator has produced some obvious efficiency in membership processing, emailing of members and website currency.  
Natalie van der Waarden
IRSWA President
