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HYPOGLYCAEMIA TALK GLOSSARY
Glucagon

A protein hormone that is produced especially by the pancreatic islets of Langerhans and that promotes an increase in the sugar content of the blood by increasing the rate of breakdown of glycogen in the liver – called also hyperglycaemic factor, hyperglycaemic-glycogenolytic factor

Glucose

An optically active sugar C6H12O6 that has an aldehydic carbonyl group; especially: the sweet colourless soluble dextrorotatory form that occurs widely in nature and is the usual form in which carbohydrate is assimilated by animals

Gluconeogenesis

The formation of glucose from noncarbohydrates, such as protein or fat. – also glyconeogenesis

Glycerol

A sweet syrupy hygroscopic trihydroxy alcohol C3H8O3 usually obtained by the saponification of fats and used especially as a solvent and plasticizer, as a moistening agent, emollient, and lubricant, and as an emulsifying agent -- called also glycerine
Glycogen

A white amorphous tasteless polysaccharide (C6H10O5)x that constitutes the principal form in which glucose is stored in animal tissues, occurs especially in the liver and in muscle and also in fungi and yeasts, and resembles starch in molecular structure and in the formation of only glucose on complete hydrolysis -- called also animal starch

Glycogenolysis

The breakdown of glycogen especially to glucose in the animal body  

Glycogenesis
The formation and storage of glycogen (ed. in liver, cardiac muscle and brain)

Hydrolysis

A chemical process of decomposition involving the splitting of a bond and the addition of the hydrogen cation and the hydroxide anion of water

Hypoglycaemia

Abnormal decrease of sugar in the blood

Insulin

A polypeptide hormone, secreted by beta cells in the islets of Langerhans, that promotes glucose utilization, protein synthesis, and the formation and storage of neutral lipids; available in a variety of preparations including genetically engineered human insulin, which is presently favoured, insulin is used parenterally in the treatment of diabetes mellitus. (Stedmans Concise Medical Dictionary, 2001)

Ketone Bodies 

Chemicals that the body makes when there is not enough insulin in the blood and it must break down fat instead of the sugar glucose for energy. The ketone bodies -- acetone, acetoacetate, and beta-hydroxybutyrate -- are toxic acidic chemicals. They build up in the blood and then spill over into the urine. The body can also rid itself of acetone through the lungs. This gives the breath a fruity odour. 

The presence of ketone bodies in the blood is termed ketosis and the presence of ketone bodies in the urine is called ketonuria.

http://www.medterms.com/script/main/art.asp?articlekey=11541
Lipogenesis

1: formation of fat in the living body especially when excessive or abnormal

2: the formation of fatty acids from acetyl coenzyme A in the living body

Lypolysis

The hydrolysis of fat

Pyruvate

A salt or ester of pyruvic acid  (Pyruvate is an important chemical compound in biochemistry. It is the output of the metabolism of glucose known as glycolysis. – Wikipedia)

Definitions found in www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/mplusdictionary.html - Merriam Webster 
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