
Managing sheep on auto-steer

By Mark Mortimer

• Basic Operations

•Advanced Operations

•Recommendations
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Visual EID's

Mob size 700 700

Number / Hour 180 300

Labour Units 3 2

$ per hour 16.00$   16.00$   

Man hours 11.67 4.67

Total Cost 186.67$ 74.67$   

Cost per Weight 0.27$     0.11$     

Percent of original cost 40%

Body Weighing

Visual EID's

Mob size 700 1750

Number / Hour 180 300

Labour Units 3 2

$ per hour 16.00$   16.00$   

Man hours 11.67 11.67

Total Cost 186.67$ 186.67$ 

Cost per Weight 0.27$     0.11$     

Percent of original cost 40%
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• Fleece Weighing operations.

• In race recording (eg Sire groups, twins, singles, 

heath records).

• Bar code printing. (FEC sampling & Micron 

Sampling)

Other Data Recording & Uses

RFID’s Linked with a 

Data Base

• Auto Drafting, can draft on any one of about 200 
different criteria with out downloading or moving 
data.

• Text to Speech, voice controlled data entry

• Walk Over Weighing, Selective Feeding

• Pedigree recording (Pedigree Match Maker)



Managing sheep on auto-steer

Pedigree Match Maker

•189 Ewes

•230 Lambs

•2500 Tag reads per day
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Different Ewes that a lamb followed
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Match Maker Results
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ASBV’s on commercial Farms

• One Link Sire (with ASBV’s)

• Syndicate mate (Team of Sires with ASBV’s)

• 80% Dam Pedigree

1. Sire and Dam Pedigree.

2. Birth Type and Rear Type.

3. Dam age.
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Cost Savings
• DNA Pedigree, 90% to 95%, about $25

• Catch and Tag, 90% to 95%, about $12

• Pedigree Match Maker, 80% of Dams
– Setup cost $6500

– Ongoing costs $3 to $4

• Break even Point
– 866 pedigrees Catch and Tag

– 302 pedigrees DNA
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Recommendations

• New technology, (No skill base)

• Lots of Data (computer skills)

• Good Service (some one to ring when things go wrong)

– More important the hard wear

• When working properly, you want go Back


